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Settlements
Along Ridges

The only places /to—
settle were alongithe
more elevated ridges

County seats \\
Older'towns &/




5’ elevation
delineation

Bootheel 24K Elevations, 50m resolution
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The People
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Pole Roads & Plank Roads:
. “Corduroy Roads”
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Attempts’to Settle Encouraged

Federal Government -
Swamp Land Act of 1850

State’ Government — turned
“around'and gave tt_é Iand -
to the /:ountles/ o

County Gover» ment %
dlfflculty flndlf/i{‘gfi‘ " é to 44,
take/the land." éy.,xaxeﬁj opﬁ_ | T
swamp land? #7/7 % 7
Clearing and draining

required but unsuccessful  Swamp Near Cardwell
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Disease

Malaria, introduced from explorers
“the chills”

“milk smkness” Infant death due to
cattle grazing the swamp snake root
(Eupatorlum) /

Typhoid was common

Swamps gef a reputatlon as disease
ridden areas
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Market Hunting

Punt guns or
“big” guns

harVest T
. Ra|I roads __;
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Market Hunting ezt
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Hunting Clubs

45 Rail roads connected them to the big cities

‘* _» These were some of the first people to push
.~ for conservation-and had'club rules

. HoWever, dojh,";t*’-'fell them what to do!
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Hunting Clubs
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A Few Facts

SE Was the Iést site for Bison, Elk, Mt.
lions, Wolves to still' be recorded before
extirpation |7

SE was the last area to still have
resources to epr0|t

SE human populatlon was on the
increase untll 1950 7

MISSISSIppI County had*5x more people
in 1934 than 1994






Southeast Missouri Lowlands

Oceen
O Mississippi River Meander Zone
€77 Otto_Wetiands_MR_Meander_Zone
MO_MR_MB_Zone
<all other values>
CLASSIFICA
@ Avandoned Channels of the MS River
Abandoned Courses of the MS River
@ Meander Belts - MS River
O st Francis Basin
52 Otto_Wetlands_SF_Basin
MO_SF_Basin
(’\__j‘» <all other values>
CLASSIFICA
Braided Stream Terraces - Above Floodplain
Braided Stream Terraces - Within Floodplain
@ Meander Belts - MS River
_ ' Meander Balis - Small Streams and Rivers
_ ) Relict Stream Channels
O Westem Lowtands
055 Otto_Wetlands_Western_Lowlands
MO_Western_Lowlands
) <all other values>
CLASSIFICA
Braided Stream Temraces - Above Floodplain
@) Braded Stream Terraces - Within Floodplain
' Meander Belts - Small Streams and Rivers
__ Relict Stream Channels




Trees Were HUGE

Gideon Area 1910’s




Mississippi Lowlands Average Tree
Diameter

*Average
S diameter
17.5 inches
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Mississippi Lowlands
Largest Tree Diameter
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‘ Tree Cutting
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Scaffold
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Standing on Canoes
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Hauling the Logs
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- Saw Mills




Drainage
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What We Have/Had

Missouri formeﬂy had
2.5 Million'acres of
wetland "

Of that almost half was
in SEMO

SEMO only makes up
5% of our landmass
Today we have roughly
10% of our wetlands or
450,000 acres




The Next Chapter



Social Implications

.+ Most sawmill towns are gone or dwindled
-+ Socio-economic strata is_distinctive

) !
#

- Ecology and society are linked

Pond-Litwy Hateu

Brownwood early1900’s Brownwood 2008 same view



Today: Wetland Management

Challenges

-« Water
" management _
Lossof |+
connectlwt;y
Keeping S"és;,.‘\\e%if’e% |
Sé*usfylng |o//(:/|</,‘llc A= -
demand IR

Public sentiment
toward wetlands



What Can We Do?

Learn all you can
Visit a wetland
Purchase a waterfowl

MIGRATORY BIRD HUNTING AND CONSERVATION STAMP

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

stamp

Grow Natlve'mj rain

gardens = | 7 - ._
Teach othefs and Iet F =

your enthu3|asm show?

Tell the story of wetland
decline without vilifying
what happened

N



Swamp Has a History
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