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east; either outnumbering, and both prepared to
attack him. He then commenced his retreat to
the south, with 3,500 effective fighting men, pur-
sued by 8,000 cavalry and infantry with 15 pieces
of artillery. He anticipated no difficulty exceptin
crossing the St. Francis river,-which was swollen
rapid, unbridged and no ferry boats upon it. He
marched slowly, and sent forward ' all his broken
down and disirounted men to construct rafts on
the St. Francis. Vandever and McNeil pursued
but did not seem anxious for a fizht. Light rear
guard fighting was of daily occurrence, and two |
or three times battle was offered and declined when '
our forces occupied advantageous positions. |

Marmaduke reached Chalk Bluffs 1st of May,
dismounted the most of his men, and posted them
in line of battle 4 miles from the crossing, until he
had crossed his wagons, horses and artillery. That
night he quietly withdrew and by sun-rise had all

his men safely over. +Here the pursuit ended.

Marmaduke’s entire loss on the expedition was
30 killed, 60 wounded and 120 missing, (stragglers,
perhaps captured.) He gained on the raid 159 re
cruits. The federal loss must have been five times
greater. In every instence when they made the
attack, they were repulsed.

The retreat is represented to have been skill-
fully executed, almost without loss. The steadi-
ness and bravery of the troops were admirable.
At no time were they demoralized or' disordered,
but always willing, even anzious to fight.
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